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IV
[Place: The rented Math premises at Belur. Year:
J898, November.}
It is two or three days since Swamiji has returned
from Kashmir. His health is indifferent. When the
disciple came to the Math, Swami Brahmananda said,
"Since returning from Kashmir, Swamiji does not speak
to anybody, he sits in one place rapt in thought; you go*
to him and by conversation try to draw his mind a little
towards wordly objects."
The disciple coming to Swamiji's room in the upper
storey found him sitting as if immersed in deep medita-
tion. There was no smile on his face, his brilliant eyes
had no outward look, as if intent on seeing something
within. Seeing the disciple, he only said, "You have
come, my son ? Please take your seat1', and lapsed into
silence. The disciple seeing the inside of his left eye
reddened asked, "How is it that your eye is red ?" "That
is nothing", said Swamiji and was again silent. When
even after a long time Swamiji did not speak, the disciple
was a little troubled at heart and touching his feet said,,
"Won't you relate to me what things you have seen at
Amarnath ?" By the disciple's touching* his feet, the
tensity of his mood was broken a little, as if his atten-
tion was diverted a little outwards. He said, "Since
visiting Amarnath, I feel as if Shiva is sitting on my head
for twenty-four hours and would not come down." The
disciple heard it with speechless wonder.
Swamiji: I underwent great religious austerities at
Amarnath and then in the temple of Kshir BhavanL Go
and prepare me some tobacco, I will relate everything to
you.
The disciple joyfully obeyed the order. Swamiji
slowly smoking began to say, "On the way to Amarnath,
I made a very steep ascent on the mountain. Pilgrims do
not generally travel by that path. But the determination